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Editor’s Note

Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much

-Helen Keller

Over the past few years AKADEMOS has evolved many

times over. This year is no exception, as from this year

onwards AKADEMOS will be an international research

journal. With this major change we will be participating

in the generation, preservation and dissemination of

knowledge and research at a global level. Getting to this

juncture has happened after a long and arduous journey

that began with the first issue of AKADEMOS which was

published in 2006 . The amount of skill, time, effort and

energy that has gone into the journal is immeasurable.

Faculty members, researchers, reviewers and editors have

all come together over the years to create a journal that

we can truly be proud of.

In these contentious times, it is imperative that we

honour this legacy with ethical and authentic research

that not only contributes to academia but also addresses

the issues that afflict the contemporary world. A refusal

to do so will be a grave injustice to our own abilities as

intellectuals. Now that we are an international journal,

our hope is that we will be joined in our efforts by

contributors from around the world. We look forward to

learning and collaborating with a range of contributors

and believe that the multidisciplinary nature of our

journal will provide the perfect platform for these

partnerships.



AKADEMOS has always been a product of teamwork

and now we can further improve the quality of the journal

by extending the pool of our contributors and reviewers.

As an institution we will grow in terms of our research

capabilities and our students will benefit from their

association with an international journal.  This

important change is a reflection of the vision of Kamala

Nehru College; the education of global citizens who are

unbiased and equipped to meet the challenges of the

contemporary world. We hope to continue to be pioneers

who create and nourish connections and intersections.

—Namita Paul
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Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for
Urban Development of Mirzapur City

Keywords: Infrastructure facilities, civic amenities, sustainable
urban development and tax-free municipal bond.

Introduction

Sustainable urban environment of a city requires good living
environment with provision of physical infrastructure, clean air
and water, power, management of sewerage, drainage and solid
waste and other civic facilities and amenities.  It reflects the quality
of life in the urban community. The national development plan
can’t be successful without incorporating a sustainable urban
development plan in it, as two-thirds of the national economy is
contributed by the urban sector. In India, large cities are the focus
of urban policies and programmes (Mahadevia 1999), though
poverty is concentrated in the small towns (Dubey and
Gangopadhyay 1999), which also have lower levels of basic
services than the large cities. The larger cities very easily get
integrated into the global system and the smaller towns into the
local economy, with no continuum between the two (Kundu 1999).
Therefore, it is important to focus on the development of the small
cities like Mirzapur. The city has long histogenesis and famous
as the cultural node of Vindhyanchal as well as trade and
commerce of carpets and metal ware.

Statement of the problem

The city faces the problems in the form of poor infrastructures,
overcrowding, traffic congestions, environmental pollution, and
urban resource mismanagement. The civic authorities have failed
to formulate and implement plans for urban renewal and
development in time. Public Works Department (PWD), Town
Planning Department, Mirzapur Municipal Board (MMB), Jal Kal
(Water Board) and Mirzapur-Vindhyanchal Development
Authority (MVDA) lack coordination which aggravates the
planning problems.
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Research Objectives

The research objectives are as follows:

i. To assess the availability and efficiency of  infrastructure
facilities in the city.

ii. To examine the significant problems, issues and challenges
in their development in last three decades.

iii. To find out the steps  for transformation of urban
infrastructure facilities in the city.

Significance of the study

The work will be significant to government, non-governmental
organizations, private sectors and enrich the academic
environment in understanding how transformation of urban
infrastructure facilities and amenities can ensure good urban
living environment of the city. Government can adopt the
recommendations in their plan or decision making as and when
required for urban infrastructure development. Meanwhile,
researchers in the academic system will review the work as
material for related research on sustainable urban  development
of small and medium cities of developing /underdeveloped
world.

Data Base and Methodology

The case study method is a valid research tool in the absence of
theoretical guidance (Leitmann 2012). The case study approach
was selected as the means of testing urban infrastructure facilities
and amenities in Mirzapur city. An attempt was made to establish
a pre-theoretical cause–effect framework for empirical
observation, collecting informations and giving suggestions and
recommendations. Earlier personal filed survey was conducted
in 2006–2009 during PhD survey by the researcher. The present
fresh survey was conducted in 2014-15 in which 100
questionnaires were administered by stratified random sampling
techniques supplemented with 50 personal interviews for data
collection.  The same study area where Ph.D. research was carried
out by the researcher in 2007–08. Among most important



11

secondary data sources, many documents were collected from
the libraries of Banaras Hindu University (Varanasi), Jawaharlal
Nehru University (New Delhi), University of Delhi, School of
Planning and Architecture (New Delhi), Allahabad University
(Allahabad), Govt. Library (Mirzapur), Sahitya Sadan library
(Mirzapur), Mayo library (Mirzapur), Office of the Chief
Information Commissioner (Mirzapur), District Statistical Office
(Mirzapur), District Magistrate (Mirzapur). Many secondary data
sources were collected from the lawyers, freedom fighters, social
workers, poets, academicians, politicians, priests and
businessmen. Qualitative data analysis software SPSS 14 was used
to code, chunk, and sort data collected by field survey. MS Excel
was widely used for data entry, tabulation, calculation and final
representation as it supported SQL Dataset which was later
imported in Map Info Professional version 12 software and Arc
GIS 10.2 desktop version. Google Earth satellite imagery at 1m
resolution was mosaiced on Adobe Photoshop 12.0. It was geo-
referenced with the help of the toposheet no. 63K/12.

Study Area

The study area is Mirzapur city (25º 11´15´´- 25º7´15´´N and 82º
30´E – 82º 36´ 30´´E) in the state of Uttar Pradesh, India. The city
has population of 233,691 (Census of India 2011) and area 38.85
Sq. km (Fig.1). The city lies in fertile alluvial Gangetic plains. The
average elevation of the plain is 400m above sea level. The 400m
contour line divides this plain with the southern Vindhyan
plateau. The south bank of the Ganges facing the city is higher
than the northern counterpart, which protects it from flooding.
However, it is facing erosion from the river. Mirzapur city is
characterized by a hot summer and a pleasant monsoon. The year
may be divided into four seasons. The cold season from about
the middle of November to the end of the February is followed
by the hot season from March to about the middle of June. The
south-west monsoon season spans from middle of June to the
end of September. The city does not experience long spring and
autumn. The average annual rainfall is 100 cm from with 80%
during the south-west monsoon. May is generally the hottest
month with the mean daily maximum temperature at about 41º

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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C and the mean daily minimum at about 26 ºC. The mean daily
maximum temperature during January is about 25ºC and the
mean daily minimum about 9ºC (Tiwary 2011b).

A. Physical infrastructure facilities

1. Rivers and Water Bodies: The city is located south of the Ganges
river. It is the place where the river touches Vindhyan Mountains
and provide a significant pilgrimage site of Vindhyanchal. The
Ojhala river makes the southern boundary of the city and meets
the Ganges from south. There are two bridges on River Ojhala
one for the road route and another for the rail route connecting
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the main city in the east with Vindhyanchal in the west. These
two rivers make the northern and southern boundaries of the
city. There are twenty river ghats (steps/terraces) on the bank of
river the Ganges. The Ganges river provides inland water
transport and trade from east to west India (Fig. 2).

2. Transportation System: The city has an extensive transport
network (roads, railways as well as river transport). The Great
Deccan Road (NH-7) connecting north to south India and the
Grand Trunk Road (NH-2) connecting East to west India touch
the city in south and north by road. The Great Deccan Road, rising
from the Olior ghat in the city, at the bank of the Ganges river
pass through the middle of the city. Earlier the traders used to
bring the cotton, lac and shellac from south India via this road.
Another road arises from Bathua road at Maa Shitla crossing
which almost runs parallel to the main railway line and goes to

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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Allahabad. It is called Jangi road built by the British Rulers after
the revolt of 1857 to move their armed forces connecting Chunar
fort to Allahabad in quick time avoiding G.T. Road (NH-2) under
civilian use. There are two government bus stands; one near
railway station in the city and another at Vindhyanchal (Fig. 3).
The length of the roads in the city has increased from 112 Km in
1984-85 to 120 in 1994-95, 128 in 2004-05 and 150 Km in 2014-15.
The road density (Km/’000 of population) has increased from 85
to 123 in 1994-95, 135 in 2004-05 and 157 in 2014-15 (Table 1). The
road network and road density have increased in the city in last
two decades but it’s not satisfactory and maintenance is poor.

Table 1: Road Network in Mirzapur City

Roads 1984-85 1994-95 2004-05 2014-15

Length of Roads (Km) 112 120 128 150

Road Density 85 123 135 157
(per’000 Population)

Source: Executive Engineer, Public Works Department (PWD),
Mirzapur

Most congested traffic intersections in the city are – railway station
crossing, Sangmohal, Vaasliganj, Mukeri Bazar, Trimuhani, Imlia
and Ghurahupatti. There is no traffic control arrangement in the
city resulting chaos at traffic intersections. It is aggravated by
the encroachments of the roads.  The overloaded trucks move
around the city causing noise and air pollution and damaging
already dilapidated roads.

Railway Transport: The broad gauge railway line connecting
Kolkata to Mumbai runs through the city. There are two railway
stations one at Mirzapur and another at Vindhyanchal. Madho
Singh railway station is 7kms north from the city on the way to
Aurai. The most convenient means of transport is the road than
rail for the people coming from Varanasi or Allahabad because
of odd timing on railway stations. Usually trains stop for 2
minutes and trains from Mumbai via Allahabad or from Kolkata
via Mughalsarai or Varanasi reach after midnight.
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B. Civic amenities and facilities

1. Water Supply and Management: Two-third households in the city
are served by tap water.  The length of total distribution line (2"-
18") is only 200 kilometers. There are 470 stand posts and 50
kilometers of rising mains. There is limited time (4-8 in morning
and evening) of water supply in the city of 30 million litres per
day of water against the demand of 50 million litres per day. The
pipelines are very old, broken and run along with the sewer lines
and open drains contaminating drinking water. Both the rising
mains and the distribution network need replacement. The main
source of water supply is the Tanda reservoir located south of
the city, which gets water from river Son in Vindhyan upland.
The water from Tanda reservoir is collected in Lanka Pahari
reservoir, which has capacity of 4,000 ML–6,000 ML (million litres)
per day. There are seven Over Head Tanks (OHTs) with the total

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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storage capacity of 7730 kilo litre. For the storage capacity, the
city falls well short; it requires at least 14430 kilo litre storage
capacity. Similarly, seven more Over Head Tanks are required.
There is one filtration plant at Lal Diggi with 1, 20,000 Gallons
per hour (540 KL/hr) of capacity. It is a rapid sand filter with two
chambers. One more advanced filtration plant is required.

The Ganges river ghats (steps/terraces) are polluted by the
pilgrims at Vindhaynchal and Kantit, while the industries of
carpets, dye and metal ware release dyes and heavy chemicals
both in the river as well as in the ground water. Sharma et.al.
(1992) found heavy concentrations of heavy metal ions from
different confluence points in the potable water in the city.
Cadmium and cobalt were in the range 13.37-32.73 ìg/L and 10.50-
26.77 ìg/L respectively. Copper, iron and manganese were found
in the range of 38.0-157.80 ìg/L, 19.75-72.77 /ug/L and 34.25-105.55
yug/L respectively. Nickel was recorded to be in the range 67.25-
176.13 mg/L while lead and zinc were in the range of 34.25-185.75
ìg/L and 94.25-423.75 ìg/L. Concentrations of all these ionic species
were within the prescribed limits in the samples collected from
midstream points, revealing the river to be almost free from
pollution at these points before entering Mirzapur. The data was
examined statistically to explain metal-metal association by using
the Pearson correlation coefficient. Cobalt, manganese, nickel,
lead and zinc reflected positive correlations with most of the
riverine species. However cadmium, copper and iron show very
weak or negative association with metal ions.

2. Sewerage, Drainage and Solid Waste Management:

i. Sewerage: In personal filed survey carried out in 2014–15, it
was found that very little improvement in last two decades. There
is immediate requirement of a treatment plant near Baman
Temple at the confluent of river Ojhla with the Ganges, besides
one at Lal Diggi.
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Table 2: Sewerage Infrastructure (in numbers) in Mirzapur City

Sewerage System 1998-99 2008-09 2014-15

Over Flow Structures 4 4 5

Pumping Station 2 2 3

5 Seated Public Toilet 2 2 5

10 Seated Public Toilet 20 24 30

20 Seated Public Toilet 5 7 10

30 Seated Public Toilet 1 2 3

Source: Mirzapur Municipal Board and personal field survey
2014-15

ii. Drainage: The city lacks storm water drainage system. Open
drains carry waste water but storm water is also mixed during
monsoon season putting more pressure on the sewerage network.
Most of the open drains are unlined and contaminate the ground
water owing to the porous nature of alluvium. These drains carry
the grey water discharged from the settlements along their path
and is also used as dumps for solid waste. The Rukkhad nala in
the main city and Sagra nala in Vindhyanchal acts as a major
outlet for the city’s storm and wastewater. The drains and nallahs
of the city are prone to chocking owing to the unregulated solid
waste dumping by the citizens. Such stagnant puddles of water
lead to poor health and hygiene of citizens.

iii. Solid Waste Management: Solid waste mainly comprise of
waste generated from household, markets, commercial
establishments, hotels, hospitals, and small scale industries in
the city. The major contributions in solid wastes are dominated
by domestic (74%), followed by Industrial/ Commercial (20%)
and Silt (6%) wastes. The local residents of the city generate solid
waste at the rate of about 425 grams per capita per day on an
average. Total quantity of waste generated in Mirzapur city is
about 140 tonnes per day. Most of the waste generated in the city
is either thrown on the street (which is the normal practice) or is
disposed in the dustbins (if located near the house, shops or
restaurants). There is no scientific and systematic storage of waste

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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at source. It was observed during the field survey that there are
very few collection points for storage of domestic, industrial and
commercial waste at source. The waste was spread both in and
around the bins. Clogging of drains due to wastes thrown is the
most common scene in the city. It was also observed that the local
inhabitants and the shopkeepers cause the frequent clogging of
drains due to excessive use of polythene. Currently, there is no
system of door-to-door collection of waste and source segregation
of waste, though these practices are considered the best for
effective solid waste management. The waste collected at
secondary collection depots and containers are loaded into
dumper trucks by various shovel loaders or manually, and
transported to final disposal sites. Most of the present machinery
looks very old. The loaded waste is transported to final disposal
site by open dumper trucks. The trucks have no plates or sheets
covering the back, exposing litter to fall out during transportation.
Final disposal at Putali Ghar or outskirts of the city are completely
done unscientifically. The hospital incinerator was not working
in the last survey of 2007/08 and current survey of 2014/15 leaving
dangerous chemicals in urban waste dumped or burnt openly.
The infrastructure has increased but it is yet inadequate (Table 3)

Table 3: Infrastructure of Solid Waste Management
(in numbers)

Infrastructure 1998-99 2008-09 2014-15

Dumping Platforms 8 10 15

Rickshaw Trollies 105 85 100

Tractors 6 8 10

Tractor Trollies 10 12 15

Dumper 1 1 2

Loader 1 1 2

Seamless Hand Carters 105 101 150

Source: Mirzapur Municipal Board and Personal Field Survey
2014-15
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There is only one medical officer and one chief sanitary inspector
since the last decade. There are four sanitary inspectors; all the
four posts are contractual. The number of staff has decreased in
the last decade, since no new employment is taking place.
Majority of the working force is on contract/daily wage (Table 4).
Bringing contract system in such vital services backfires as the
working persons don’t feel secure and they can leave the job
anytime. Without encouragement and appreciation of the staff,
such civic services can’t be improved.

Table 4: Staffs engaged in Solid Waste Management

Staff                                   Number               Permanent    Daily Wage/
                                                                                                                Contract

1998- 2008- 2014- 1998- 2008- 2014- 1998- 2008- 2014-
99 09 15 99 09 15 99 09 15

Medical officer 1 1 1 1 1 1 - - -

Chief Sanitary 1 1 1 1 1 1 - - -
Inspectors

Sanitary Inspectors 3 4 4 - - - 3 4 4

Drivers 20 15 15 13 13 10 7 2 5

Sweepers 600 566 510 310 316 280 290 250 230

Source: Mirzapur Municipal Board and Personal Field Survey
2014-15

Summary and Conclusion

The city has lost its charm for tourism and trade since years. It is
the need of the hour to revive the city to its old glory. In order to
attract tourists, more offices should be opened in the main city,
Vindhyanchal and Kantit. They should act as convenient centre
of attraction where tourists can take rest and see the local
handicraft items, carpets and metal ware products. Such centres
can be opened near Mirzapur and Vindhyanchal bus depots. One
such centre can be opened at Aurai on NH 2, which may attract
tourists of Varanasi and Allahabad to take a turn towards the
city for religious or eco-tourism. Mirzapur tourism centres can
be opened in Varanasi Airport and Railway Station as well as
Allahabad Railway Junction to attract Indian and foreign tourists

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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to the area. Regular maintenance of transport network, depots,
sheds, river ghats (terraces) and traffic intersections is required.
A bypass connecting the Great Deccan Road (NH 7) to G.T. Road
(NH2) would offload the heavy traffic of the city. Provision of
more police posts and tourist offices would ensure better law
and order. The roadside plantation is needed to control the
pollution caused due to heavy traffic congestion. The government
hotel Janhvi is to be revived and made as the first stay of any
tourist where he can get all the required informations for touring
this heritage city. This hotel can be developed as the single
window for all the informations, accommodation, ticket booking
and special packages for nearby tourist spots of waterfalls, boating
and wildlife sightseeing. The advertisement is required for the
same using social media, newspapers, magazines, T.V. channels,
websites, films, CDs/DVDs etc. Local conferences of tourism and
trade can be organised with focus on local fairs and festivals
(Kajali, Urs, Bamani mela, Dussehra) eco-tourism, water cruises,
traditional cuisine, attires, crafts, paintings, folk village life etc.

In order to maintain a good water quality, water quality testing
facilities should be established in the city. Industrial and
commercial establishments should reuse and recycle their treated
sewage to reduce fresh water demand. The people should be
made aware about the sustainability and conservation of water,
penalty provisions for polluting the city must be enforced. The
civic authorities should amend their by-laws to make it
mandatory for all residents to connect their toilets to the existing
sewerage system. The Ojhala river has been polluted very badly
by the carpet and dye industries running on the fringe of the city.
It carries all these pollutants to the Ganges river. A sewerage
treatment plant is needed at the confluence of the Ojhala river to
the Ganges river. Comprehensive storm water drainage system
should be developed to avoid water logging during monsoon.
Use of media and public awareness campaigns can be done to
create awareness among the people to dispose biodegradable and
non-biodegradable wastes in green and yellow dustbins
respectively. Proper covered transportation and disposal of wastes
to the far away sites from the city where biodegradable wastes
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can be used to produce bio fuel and organic fertilizers can be
prepared. Adequate land should be allotted for the same. The
scientific and low energy consuming technology for the sewerage
treatment and disposal of the solid wastes is required. Provision
for the sanitary landfills of the solid wastes and conversion of
compost from the solid wastes and application of this organic
manure in the agriculture. It is needed for the segregation and
storage of wastes, their collection and transportation scientifically
without doing any damage to the urban environment (Tiwary
2011a). All the transformation of infrastructure facilities of the
city require a huge amount of capital. It can’t be done by the civic
bodies alone. Therefore, introduction of alternative mechanisms
is needed. Heavy reliance on HUDCO (Housing and Urban
Development Corporation) and other government agencies will
not be effective. Thus, civic bodies can issue tax-free municipal
bonds to finance infrastructure development projects in the city
(Sharma et al. 2016). Initially people may not find it attractive
but these bonds can help to develop the infrastructure facilities
in the long term, which in turn would attract more tourism and
investment in the city. Sustainable urban development always
has a just and empowered goal to develop the city without
compromising with its future. Such a practice can only be ensured
with the people’s participation. For perspective development
plan, all administrative and revenue data of infrastructure
facilities and amenities should be digitized and linked for better
coordination. All the staff working in civic departments should
get proper training to handle the problems of the public. Old
plans of the city can become handy in finding out loopholes of
sewerage and drainage infrastructure. Proper training and
incentives to the municipal workers can make them work more
enthusiastically to maintain clean landscape of the city. Regular
cleaning drive with the schools and college students in the city
can make local people aware of their civic responsibilities.
Government should have separate divisions of tourism,
pilgrimage and trade working 24*7 in the city to make things
work better.

Transformation of Infrastructure Facilities for Urban Development
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Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India

There have been lots of debates around lesbianism in the recent
times; on one side it has been totally rejected as ‘abnormal’,
‘pathological’ and as ‘western import’. On the other hand, there
have been efforts to declare lesbianism as an ‘alternate sexuality’1

and as a matter of choice and preference. The former perspective
is linked to the analysis of female sexuality in terms of conjugality
and procreation, rather than stress on desire and pleasure. Within
this construct of female sexuality, lesbianism is seen as a grave
and outrageous act. It is considered as an unusual occurrence
and an abnormal behaviour on the part of the woman. In India,
unlike in the West, sexuality per se has not received much
attention in the academia, especially sociology. Sociology in India
has failed to move beyond hetero-sexism, even though very
recently theorization of sexuality has begun.2 Since the 1980s,
feminist sociologists have contributed commendably to the
understanding of sex and sexuality but within a hetero normative
framework. The presence of gender identities beyond
heterosexual binary is rendered invisible (Kumar 2014).

The three most prominent factors responsible for silence and
invisibility around sexuality are: first, talking about sexuality is
a taboo in India. In India, women’s sexuality is circumscribed
with the notion of purity and pollution, shame, stigma and
honour. Second, sexuality is postulated with collective, suited
for the harmony of entire society and legitimate only within
norms of heterosexual family. Lesbianism is seen as problematic
on the assumption that it is based on the principle of
individualism. It is often assumed to be based on a pleasurable
union between two individual and therefore in opposition to the
norms of collective. Third, the norm of heterosexuality is taken
for granted as normal and acceptable. Much of the literature on
female sexuality suggests that anything beyond the heterosexual
norms of sexuality is considered as ‘abnormal’ and ‘deviant’.

This paper attempts at a sociological understanding of
homosexuality with a focus on lesbianism in India. Lesbianism
is examined as a sociological phenomenon, not as an aberration,
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but as a part of the production and reproduction of patriarchal
forms of control. Lesbianism can be studied from different
perspectives such as sociological, psychological, legal, and
political. The focus of this paper is to draw attention to the
shortcomings within sociology on gender inequality and male
bias in addressing the question of social order. And in that
attempt, it tries to re-conceptualise the meaning of ‘normal’ and
‘abnormal’ behaviour in society. A sociological understanding of
lesbianism would enable us to answer the unexplained questions:
why are certain behaviour categorised as ‘abnormal’ or
‘pathological’? Why is female sexuality prescribed by the norms
of community and a slight divergence seen as deviance and
labelled abnormal? How ‘normal’ female sexuality is ascribed
with the norms of heterosexuality?  A feminist inferred sociology
provides answers to the above questions and thus contributes to
an understanding of homosexuality beyond family and marriage.

Feminist theories in no way attempts to dump sociological
theories as useless, but tries to reformulate them from a more
gendered perspective. Feminist reformulation allows grasping
the gendered interplay between the social institution and society.
Feminist critiques have contributed to a more comprehensive
understanding of social institution by incorporating an
interdisciplinary perspective on social institutions. A sociological
understanding of social institution is based on the consensual
model that neglects analyses of inequality. Feminist sociology
interrogates the understanding of social institutions, in relation
to sexuality, from both consensus and conflict perspective.
Feminist theories explain how institutions operate with normative
gendered assumptions and selectively reward or punish gendered
practices (here female homosexuality). Feminist theories rely
heavily on particular and contextual experiences   of women and
thus learn from activism around women’s issues. The overall aim
in the paper is to arrive at an interpretative understanding of
lesbianism by looking through the lens of sociology, feminist
theory and women activism.

Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India
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Lesbianism within sociological understanding of social institution

The emergence and growth of sociology within the western
context has been inextricably linked with questions of social order.
Sociology as a discipline emerged at a time when the Western
world was threatened by revolutionary changes initiated by
Industrial and French Revolutions. These revolutions brought
about corresponding changes in the norms and values of the
society, which threatened the existing social institutions,3

therefore, the concerned engagement of sociologists in the
question of social order and its reproduction. At a later stage,
with the ascendancy of American Sociology, this consensual
model of harmonious and integrated society became the main
paradigm of the structural-functional school. As a result, theories
of conflict and social inequality got sidelined and were considered
outside the domain of academic sociology. According to Alvin
W. Gouldner, ‘academic sociology was developed in the United
States by university academics who were oriented to the
established middle class and who sought pragmatically to reform
rather than systematically rebel against the status quo’ (Gouldner
1971, 20).

Therefore, to a great extent sociology operated on an assumption
of gender neutrality while dealing with social issues and social
problems. Rather, existing gender relation was taken as being
central to the social order. Thus, patriarchy remained the domain
assumption in all sociological analyses. A gendered analysis of
social institution began only with the growth of feminist sociology.
The emergence of feminist writing in sociology made possible
for a gendered analysis of some of the institution that was earlier
seen as ‘haven’ of society. Feminist scholarship argued that
sociological categories may operate differently between men and
women. It are the feminist scholars who address the issues of
‘alternatives’4 within social institutions not as an aberration or
pathological but as normal. Feminists understanding suggest that
most social institution operates within a patriarchal frame.
Feminist theories allow grasping the interplay between the social
institution and society and have created space to view social
institutions more critically. Feminist critiques have contributed
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to a more comprehensive understanding of social order by
incorporating an interdisciplinary perspective on gender relations
and patriarchy.

Feminist scholars have questioned the methodology that begins
with patriarchy as the domain assumption. Early feminists began
by questioning the norm of family, marriage and reproduction
by citing them as sites of patriarchal dominance. They have
argued that the reason for denial of practice of homosexuality is
based on the assumption that it challenges institutions of family
(hetero) and marriage (monogamy) both constructed on the
premise of heterosexuality and patriarchy. It also leads to the
questioning of the legitimacy of other forms of family, i.e. single
parent and same-sex, which are not necessarily based on
biological facts of sexual relation and procreation. Lesbianism as
a form of alternate sexuality, revolving around the central axis of
social order, has bypassed academic sociology. The sociological
understanding of the phenomenon allows for developing a
linkage between sociological theories and feminist critiques of
them. This evolves from a synthesis of feminist theory and
sociological understanding of social phenomenon categorised as
‘deviant’ and ‘pathological’ and thereby ignored from the
sociological domain.

Lesbianism as a ‘Social Fact’

The increased visibility of lesbians in India in the recent years
necessitates an analysis of the practice as a distinct phenomenon.
In sociological analysis lesbianism can be viewed as a ‘social fact’
especially when considering how important it is to look at the
factors that have allowed lesbians to come out of the closet and
accept homosexual relation as normal. The trajectories on
women’s movement suggest the contest over issues of sexuality
created space for discussion on lesbianism, especially in the Indian
context. Lesbianism is not a practice that started recently but on
the contrary has been practised since the beginning of the society;
though people did not recognizes it as normal and was considered
an aberration. This was not in everyday life but also ignored by
sociological analysis. Lesbianism has never been a monolithic

Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India
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phenomena, it existed across caste, class and economic groups.
This is against the notion that lesbianism is a lifestyle adopted
by women from upper class and upper caste. This assumption is
based on the wider visibility of women from the upper-class
urban society who have taken up lesbianism as an alternative
lifestyle. Several factors are responsible for greater visibility of
lesbianism in the urban context. Some of the factors are:

· The urban area gives more space to the women to share their
experience

· Most of the support groups are located in the metropolitan
and urban areas

· The growing individualistic ethos of urban life

· Greater awareness of one’s right and freedom

· Greater access to the information world (internet- that helps
many lesbians to share their feelings)

· Party culture of city life allows frequent get together (in Delhi
lesbians have monthly meetings and get-together).

Sociological theories suggest that occurrence of any historical
incident becomes a ‘social fact’ when it can be shown to be a
permanent factor involuntarily affecting the life of rest of the
population. The increased visibility of lesbianism affects society
at large, often evident from the widespread riots during the
release of films on lesbians and their lifestyle. Such an analysis
becomes important because lesbianism has become an area of
inquiry and concern. This helps to understand the influence of
modernizing force on group life and formation of worldwide
views. The modernizing forces of mass media and
communication have created space for debating and discussing
alternative lifestyle including sexual practices. Within the
sociological theory of ‘normal’ and ‘pathological’ (a concept used
by Emile Durkheim)5 lesbianism is categorised as ‘pathological’.
This is so because of two factors: first, there is resistance to the
existing norms and second, it is found not among the majority
but among a minority, often being a transitional period in the life
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of young girls. Here, the objective is not to delve into the modes
of existence of sexual minority in society but to evolve an
understanding of how and why certain cultural practices are
labelled as pathological. The concern is to analyse the two factors:
first, why are those behaviours that questions the established
norms, rules and regulation ultimately labelled as ‘pathological’
and second, why is the number of people practices a particular
behaviour significant. In Durkhemian sense, cultural practices
that question existing norms are individual instances and affect
the collectivity. To understand whether lesbianism is normal or
pathological, it is necessary to first understand the meaning of
collective in sociology. And then answer the question whether
those practising as well as advocating for greater acceptance of
lesbianism be considered as a collective?

In this context, the concept of collective has been understood in
relation to traditions and myths; concepts used by Marcel Mauss
and Emile Durkheim in their work. Tradition can be defined as a
‘set of social practices which seek to celebrate and inculcate certain
behavioural norms and values implying continuity with a real
or imagined past, and usually associated with widely accepted
rituals or other forms of behaviour’ (Scott & Gordon 2009, 767).
Now tradition has multiple connotations in the different context.
For the present analysis, the meaning of the term will be restricted
to the system of belief shared by the group. And for that matter,
it will be worthwhile to show how the lesbian groups share a
tradition of common faith and belief in achieving love and
affection from their female partners. In sociological
understanding myths are taken as statements that legitimate
elements of social life, acting as ‘character’ for social rules and
social structure. Malinowski in his study of myths of Trobriand
Islanders, proposed that the living reality of myths is an expression
not only of social structure but also of the values through which
it is legitimised (Malinowski 1948). Myths percolating down the
age create certain stereotypes and sensations through which
people understand social reality. When such myths affect the
existence of a particular group, the affected group stands up in
protest and tries to deconstruct them. The attempt at the
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deconstruction of myths generates a new discourse. This is what
is happening with the lesbians in India. Some of the myths
surrounding sexuality and same-sex behaviour that has been
generated over the years are being questioned by gay and lesbian
activists. This has created new space for a new discourse on female
sexuality.  Thus to a certain degree lesbian group can be described
as a collective and its practice forms critical subject of sociological
research. The attempt should then be not to question the existence
of such group but rather to locate the origin within the structure
of society, analyse its effect on society and look into its future
course.

Lesbianism as a challenge to patriarchal norms

As stated earlier, sexuality is not yet a recognised subject of study
in the Indian academy and hence addressed in disparate form in
psychological and social science literature, whose sources range
from Sigmund Freud to Michel Foucault.6 Moreover, sexuality
has basically been addressed from the perspective of women as
victim and it is not easy to visualise the sexual politics of female
desire in social relations. Within this context, it has been extremely
difficult to debate issues of alternative sexualities and sexual
preference lest it invites the charge of being unscientific. The
attempt at theorising heterosexual relation in the context of
patriarchy, radical feminist reversed the traditional perspective
of setting up lesbianism as universal and in need of explanation.
An approach labelled upon heterosexual as a norm and hence
not in need of explanation. Within these parameters, they looked
at lesbianism as an outcome of male oppression. They began to
look at lesbianism as a challenge to patriarchal norms. Ann
Ferguson has explained the relation between lesbianism and
patriarchy in the following words:

I would argue that the possibility of a sexual relationship
between women as an important challenge to patriarchy
because it acts as an alternative to the patriarchal heterosexual
couples, thus challenging heterosexual ideology that women
are dependent on men for their romantic-sexual love and
satisfaction (Ferguson 1981: 164).
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Heterosexuality was seen not only as victimising women of their
sexual choice but also of their material and emotional pleasure.
According to members of the Leeds Feminist Network7 within
heterosexual relations women are emotionally and materially, as
well as sexually in the service of men. They analysed the intimate
relation between women as a way out of the unequal and
dominating influence of men. However, such a perception
developed only with growing consciousness of women with the
growth of women’s movement around issues of pornography,
abortion and foremost rights of women. Some of the studies show
that same sex relation was not always contested, in the early stage,
the phenomena existed independent of the patriarchal structure.
Smith-Rosenbergh (1975) documents the existence of close
friendship between women in the early 19th century. These long-
lived relationships involved emotion intensity and physical
sensuality but were independent of sexuality. They were not an
alternative to marriage but in addition. Faderman (1981) argued
that these romantic friendships were tolerated as long as they
were not threatening to patriarchal relations, if they, usually,
involved cross dressing and woman’s usurpation of masculine
privilege then they were attacked. In the Indian context, Ruth
Vanita and Saleem Kidwai, in their edited book, Queering India:
Same-Sex Love and Eroticism in Indian Culture and Society traces
the discourse around same sex back to 14th century Bengali
literature. However, by the 19th century these writings got
submerged under the colonial homophobia.

Later, with the emergence of the second wave of feminism, these
forms of female bonding did start to seem threatening. It began
to be interpreted as a sexual practice. The radical feminist,
therefore, began with the agenda to reconstruct the conceptual
understanding of lesbianism. They began with a different
conception of sexuality, as mentioned by Walby:

Radical feminists have demonstrated that sexuality is not a
private matter to be explained in terms of individual
preferences or psychological process fixed in infancy but
rather that it is socially organised and critically structured by
gender inequality (Walby 1990, 121).

Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India
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By broadening their perspective on sexuality, as related to the
wider social structure, radical feminists began to offer analysis
that would not take lesbianism or same-sex relations as
‘abnormal’. Further, Annabel Faraday supported radical feminist
approach to go beyond the theoretical task of defining lesbian as
the most important task of researching male methods of
theorising and controlling women’s sexuality. Such an approach
enhances the understanding of the historical development of the
lesbian community as a potential resistance to male control
(Faraday 1981, 113). The most important work on lesbianism as a
critique of patriarchy is the work of Adrienne Rich. In her paper,
‘Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence’ (1980), Rich
provided the base for further thinking on patriarchy as an
institution for controlling female sexuality. Rich’s paper is an
insightful and significant contribution to the development of a
radical feminist approach to patriarchy, human nature and sex
identity. She brings out the two dominating themes:

First, she maintains that compulsory heterosexuality is the
central social structure perpetuating male domination.
Second, she suggests a reconstruction of the concept of a
lesbian in terms of cross-cultural, trans-historical lesbian
continuum, which can capture women’s ongoing resistance
to patriarchal domination (Ferguson 1998, 158).

Rich presented a convincing and powerful argument for viewing
heterosexuality as a social institution important in maintaining
women’s oppression. As the institution is so important and
influential in the life of the women that all her social relation, as
well as the role, is determined by it and therefore Rich considers
it to be compulsory. She felt that the institution of patriarchy was
analysed within the norms of compulsory heterosexuality.
Expressing this paucity within the social sciences she writes:

In the tradition of the social sciences it asserts that primary
lower love between the sexes is ‘normal’; that women need
men as social and economic protectors, for adult sexuality
and for psychological completion; that the heterosexuality
constituted family is the basic social unit; that women who
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do not attach their primary intensity to men must be in
functional terms condemned to an even more devastating.

To overcome such an understanding of patriarchy, Rich asserts
that an awareness and understanding of institutional
heterosexuality and women’s resistance to being the basis of
change in the social institutions. She writes:

As we addressed the institution itself moreover we begin to
perceive a history of female resistance, which has never fully
understood itself because it has been so fragmented,
miscalled, erased. It will require a courageous grasp of the
politics and economics as well as the cultural propaganda of
heterosexuality to carry it beyond individual cases or
diversified group situations into complex kind of overview
needed to undo the power men everywhere wield over
women (Rich 1980: 659-60).

She highlights the failure of feminist in assuming the
heterosexuality to be of intimate orientation and thereby not
questioning it. She constructs a ‘lesbian-feminist’ approach that
not only resists patriarchy but also suggests strategies for
analysing and ending men’s power over women. She proposes
three concepts that explain the resistance to compulsory
heterosexuality.

1. Lesbian existence – the term implies documenting the
presence of lesbians across time and circumstances.

2. Lesbian continuum – depicts the variety of woman-identified
experiences as lesbianism, suggesting that all women bonding
as a form of resistance against patriarchy.

3. The double life – accounting for the ways in which women
have appeared to consent the male powers but have resisted
it.

Rich conceives lesbianism as a trans-historical phenomenon by
including the experience of women from breastfeeding to women
of ninety on their deathbed. Her concept of lesbian continuum
includes the different experience of women that has the

Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India



34

Akademos

characteristics of female bonding and if realised can be used to
resist male power. She writes:

If we consider the possibility that all women from the infant
suckling her mother ’s breast to the grown woman
experiencing orgasmic sensation while sucking her own
child…to the women dying at ninety, touched and handled
by women- exist on a lesbian continuum, we see ourselves
moving in and out of the continuum whether we identify
ourselves as lesbian or not (Rich 1980: 664).

Here we see the influence of Freud’s psychological approach to
human behaviour on Rich. Like Freud’s ‘Oedipus Complex’, she
develops her ‘lesbian continuum’ on the basis of innate human
psychology. The important point is that looking at lesbian as
encompassing myriad experiences of women helps to erase the
notion that lesbianism is an abnormal phenomenon as it is
practised by a small group of women. And accept the fact that
the practice of lesbianism depends on the way female bonding
develops. This female bonding can be used as a means to get rid
of the oppressive norms of the social institution based on
compulsory heterosexuality.

In seeing lesbianism as an outcome of patriarchal oppression,
Adrienne Rich was influenced by Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second
Sex.8 Beauvoir sees lesbianism as a deliberate refusal to submit to
the coercive power of heterosexual ideology, a refusal which acts
as an underground feminist resistance to patriarchal norms.
Simone de Beauvoir’s work was one of the earliest texts on female
sexuality where she looks at sexuality as a social construct. Her
work became the foundation from which later works drew
inspiration. Simone de Beauvoir starts her discussion by rejecting
the biological and psychological perception that lesbianism is an
abnormal and pathological condition. She suggests that
lesbianism is an alternative to the existing male dominance over
women’s sexuality. She regards lesbianism as an expression of
autonomy, to free oneself from the clutches of existing patriarchal
institution. Beauvoir writes:
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Women’s homosexuality is one attempt among other to
reconcile her autonomy with the passivity of her flesh. And if
nature is to be invoked, one can say that all women are
naturally homosexual. The lesbian, in fact, is distinguished
by her refusal at the male and her liking for feminine flesh;
but every adolescent female fear certain repulsion for the male
body, on the other hand, the female body is her, as for the
male, an object of desire (Beauvoir 1949, 427).

Simone de Beauvoir also showed that lesbian relations are not
mere sexual acts. Rather they are a matter of choice to be explained
through several determining factors such as physiological
condition, psychological history and above all the social
circumstances. She observes:

the truth is that there is never a single determining factor, it
is always a matter of choice arrived at in a complex total
situation based on individual women, her type of eroticism:
on the contrary, expresses her general outlook on life (Beauvoir
1949, 437).

Like Adrienne Rich and Simone Beauvoir, Ann Ferguson also
looks at lesbianism as a historical phenomenon, thereby implying
that it is not applicable to all societies and all periods of history.
She views the development of lesbianism within the societies and
all periods of history. She views the development of lesbianism
within the capitalist countries in Western Europe and United
States in the late 19th and early 20th century. This she felt occurred
due to the conjunction of two forces:

In part it was an ideological concept created by sexologist
who framed the changing pattern of the ideology of sexuality
to the changes taking place within the family; in part it was
chosen by independent women and feminists who framed
their own urban cultures as an escape from the new mystified
form of patriarchal domination that developed in the late
1920s (Ferguson 1981:160).

In this sense, Ann Ferguson made a distinction between ‘lesbian
identity’ and ‘lesbian practice’. Identity she feels, whether based
on sex, class or race depends on two conditions:
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1. Self-consciousness within the person

2. Consciousness within the community

And lesbian identity derives its base from these two sources. She
asserts that the presence of these two conditions is a must for
sexual orientation towards lesbianism. She writes:

Our contemporary sexual identities are predicated upon two
conditions. First and tautologically, a person cannot have a
sexual identity that is not self-conscious, that is, it is not
meaningful to conjecture that someone is a lesbian who
refuses to acknowledge herself as such. Taking on a lesbian
identity is a self-conscious commitment or decision (ibid, 165)

A second condition for a self-conscious lesbian identity is that
one live in a culture where the concepts has relevance, thus in a
period of human history where the distinction between
heterosexual, bisexual and homosexual identity are not present
as cultural categories (namely until the 20th century) people
cannot correctly be said to have been lesbians or bisexual,
although they may be described as having been sexually deviant.
Thus, Ann Ferguson sees lesbianism as arising from historical
period and cultural environment of the 20th century. She offers,
taking the socialist feminist perspective, two conditions that gave
rise to lesbianism (or homosexual behaviour) during late 19th
and early 20th century.

1. Material or economic conditions

2. Ideological conditions

Ferguson attributes the rise of lesbianism to the capitalist mode
of production. She states that a positive aspect of capitalist
exploitation on the life of the women was the weakening of the
patriarchal power of father and son and thereby increasing the
choices available to the women. This included the choice to take
employment outside their homes, guaranteeing them economic
independence. Ferguson writes:

The weakening of the patriarchal family created the material
condition needed for the growth of lesbianism as a self-
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conscious cultural choice for women that in turn helped to
free them from an ideology that stressed their emotional and
sexual independence on men (Ibid. 1981, 168).

From a socialist feminist point of view, the option of going out of
the home to take a job gave the women an opportunity to build a
solidarity group. Most of the women going to other cities other
than origin gave them a chance to take up room/compartments
together, whereby women having different socio, economic and
cultural background came to share each other’s experiences. This
gave way to female bonding arising from the strong emotional
pull toward other women or disillusionment and dissatisfaction
with men. Such creation of lesbian bonds suggests that important
relations are transformed into lesbian relations as a result of
sharing collective conditions and not just to share their personal
experiences. Ferguson provided a positive response to the rise of
capitalist society and economic empowerment on women’s
sexuality. However, keeping in mind the debates on sexuality
during the age of economic progress, it is evident that sexuality
remains an area of contest. Along with changes in the economic
sphere here was a simultaneous change in the social relations.
There was a shift in the patriarchal ideology based in the ‘private’
sphere in the household to the diffused masculinity ideology of
the ‘public’ sphere expressed by the male professional as well as
the market forces (Walby 1990).

The second condition responsible for the rise of lesbianism was
the ideological changes taking place as a result of the growing
strength of women’s movement in the west. Ferguson states that
the period (19th and 20th century) witnessed a change in the
conceptualization of sexual urge. It became a predominant
ideology in the studies of sexuality that both men and women
have sexual urges.9 This change legitimised the demand of women
to be equal sexual partners with the men. Another shift was the
questioning of the interconnection between women’s sexuality
and motherhood. Ferguson elaborates the ideological shift in the
following way:

The rise of single women with greater economic independence
led to the rise of lesbian sub-culture in 1930 in most Western
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countries. The second wave of women’s movement in the
1960s & 1970s made possible a further extension of the
subculture and a clearer definition of its counter-patriarchal
ideology (Ferguson 1981, 159).

From the above analyses it can be concluded that works on
lesbianism, though differed in the way of locating lesbianism in
history had one common theme, that is, to look at lesbianism as
ideology challenging the norms of patriarchy. The radical feminist
debates on patriarchy suggest that material base of patriarchy
suggest that material base of patriarchy lies in the family and
marriage as institution and reproduction/mothering as the
outcome of the patriarchal role. These analyses suit the western
societies more than it does to Indian society. But it has been argued
that the fundamental fact of male domination over the women
can be discerned in all societies (Eistentein 1984). Further,
Adrienne Rich wrote:

Patriarchy is the power of the father: familial-social,
ideological, political system in which men- by force, direct
pressure or through ritual, traditions, law and language,
customs, etiquette, education and the division of the labour,
determine what part women shall not play, which the female
is everywhere subsumed under the male (Rich 1976 :57).

Thus, the term patriarchy is used to justify the fact that of the
universal oppression of women is done by men. The standard
definition of patriarchy used consistently in understanding
women’s lives can be grasped at by looking at the way Sylvia
Walby defines it:

Patriarchy can be defined as ‘a system of social practices in
which men dominate, oppress and exploit women. The use
of the term social structure is important here since that every
individual man is in a dominant position and every woman
in a subordinate one (Walby 1990: 20).

But then the question arises: is women’s oppression absent from
society characterised by ‘patriarchy’? The system of patriarchy
has always been studied in opposition to patriarchy. In the work
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on African Kinship and Marriage, Radcliffe-Brown and Darly
Forde have elaborated the difference between the two systems.
He wrote:

A society may be called patriarchal when descent is patrilineal
(i.e. the children belong to the group of the father), marriage
is patrilocal (i.e. the wife removes to the local group of the
husband), inheritance (of property) and succession (to rank)
are in the male line, and the family is patri-potestal (i.e. the
authority over the members of the members of the family is
in hands of the father of his relatives). On the other hand a
society can be called matriarchal when descent, inheritance
and succession are in female line, marriage is matrilocal; the
husband moving to the home of his wife) and when authority
over the children is wielded by the mother’s relatives
(Radcliffe-Brown 1952:22).

Matriarchy characterised by the rule of the mother is in reality
not free from the dominating role of men. It has been well
documented in the study of matrilineal society that the mother’s
brother is the dominating figure (Gough 1961). Whether
lesbianism exists among the matriarchal society needs to be
studied. The important point here is that lesbianism is seen as
practice opposing the domination by men and asserts the creation
of just social relation. The feminist and liberal critique of the
patriarchal social order has created space for more liberal debate
on female sexuality. And it is within these changing natures of
discourse that it is possible to study lesbianism as a sociological
phenomenon.

Practice of Lesbianism in India-Theoretical and Empirical Reality

In India despite the taboo around sexuality, a book on
homosexuality was written in 1970, by renowned mathematician,
Shakuntala Devi. In her book, The World of Homosexuals, she
campaigned for legal acceptance of homosexuality. But still there
was a complete silence around issue of female sexuality till late
1990s. This is observed by Ruth Vanita in her book where she
states:
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When I was active in the women’s movement in Delhi from
1978 to 1990 as founding coeditor of Manushi, India’s first
feminist journal, homosexuality was rarely if ever discussed
in left-wing, civil rights, or women’s movements, or at Delhi
University, where I taught (2002).10

Ruth Vanita played a major role in bring lesbianism to the front
bookshelf of libraries. Her numerous works include Sappho and
the Virgin Mary: Same-Sex Love and the English Literary Tradition
(1996) and Love’s Rite: Same-Sex Marriage in India and the West
(2005). She has also edited Queering India (2002) with Saleem
Kidwai. Other Indian writing on lesbianism includes Maya
Sharma’s, Ashwini Sukthankar, and Giti Thadani. Maya Sharma’s
book, Loving Women: Being Lesbian in Unprivileged India (2006) talks
about the sexuality of working class women. It constitutes a
radical break and ought to be included in mainstream feminist
politics and pedagogical practices. In her work, Facing the Mirror
– Lesbian Writing from India, a collection of essays, poems and
confessions, Ashwini Sukthankar tries to prove the point that if
lesbianism is not seen in the open does not necessarily mean it
doesn’t exist.  She writes:

Our status as myth means that many people truly believe we
don’t exist, and it means inhabiting the domain of their
ignorance, which is neither acceptance nor condemnation. It
means being able to live together and spending time with
each other, as long as the sexual root of the relationship is
never discussed with anyone. It means that it causes no
comment when women meet together in public, or in groups –
but only as long as we act ‘normal’. . . . It means that, even if
we don’t live outside the law, as gay men do in our country,
we live between its lines. (Sukthankar 1999:1)

The most common factor for the non acceptance of lesbianism as
a normal phenomena is the taken for granted assumption that
the practice is a western import. Giti Thadani in her work ‘Silence
and Invisibility’ considers this as main reason for the invisibility
surrounding lesbianism in India. She comments that ‘the self-
identified Indian lesbian is viewed as inherently Western and is
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subsequent to frequent criticism on this account’ (1999:150).
Therefore, the only acceptable alternative present to the lesbians
in India is living a life in the closet and keeping sexual desire as
a hidden reality. Moreover, many people deny the existence of
same-sex behaviour and more so when it comes to women.
Lesbianism is rejected as western and alien phenomena. Many
others label it as a disease to be cured, an abnormality that has to
be set right and a crime that needs to be punished. While there
are no organised hate groups, as in some of the western countries,
social stigma casts a poll of invisibility over the life of lesbian
that makes them the target of abuse and discrimination. Social
discrimination manifests itself in the production of the ideology
of hetero-sexism that establishes men women relation as the only
valid lifestyle and renders invalid the lives and culture of other
sexual minority- gay, transgender and lesbians. The ideology of
hetero-sexism pervades all dominant societal institution such as
the family; the medical establishment popular culture, public
space workspace and so on. Becoming visible implies accepting
lesbianism as a practice or in other words living out the lesbian
relation in the open. This most often requires stepping out of the
traditional family structure.

Applying the above sociological understanding of lesbianism
enables us to develop multiple forms in which it can be practised:

1. As a form of lifestyle – for many this implies a sexual preference
without feminist politics. For one thing, lesbian’s lifestyle is
preoccupied with sex. Lesbian sexuality is seen as an apolitical
exercise as women sex is perceived as salvation. The emphasis
in most recent lesbians lifestyle is to confirm to the sameness
of female sexuality-evidenced by the supposed fact that
women act, or want to acts or should be free to act in the
same way that men have been able to act sexually. They argue
that female-female sexuality must be ‘freed-up’ to take on the
forms of the male power model of female sexuality, that is,
the form that has endowed male power model of female
sexuality in a patriarchal society. In this context, lesbianism
is being advocated as means to free women from the
traditional sexual bondage. Thereby they seek to talk about

Sociological Reflection on Lesbianism in India
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social conditioning to sexuality or the role of socialisation in
achieving sexual freedom. Here the primacy of sex is
reasserted this time not necessarily as a biological drive but
as a propelling social force-a force that not only influences
but also has deterministic power. Sex in a patriarchal society
is seen as a primary social motor driving itself to fulfilment
by utilising all the male power models of sexual gratification,
subordination and oppression. These advocates of lesbianism
as a form of sexual salvation (radical lesbians) have been
subject to criticism. It has been argued that they have
hampered the work of many feminists who have spent much
of their time in the de-sexualizing the images of women in
the media, in the market- place and the cosmos in general.
What the lesbian position has succeeded in doing is re-
sexualizing women using feminist and liberation as rhetoric
to reassert the male power form of sexuality to empower
women. This is not always at ease.

2. As a matter of choice – radical feminist points out the political
construction of women’s choice in the structure of patriarchy.
They advocate believing in the power of feminism to change
women’s lives and obviously women cannot change if their
lives were socially determined in their roles as compliant by
the patriarch. Therefore, the demand for the freedom and
socially recognised space is appropriated for themselves. To
them no form of discrimination is acceptable- this includes
discrimination against women, who for their own reason
prefer the company and intimacy of their own sex rather than
with a man. ‘We all have the rights to love out our lives in a
way which is satisfying and fulfilling to ourselves and the
issue of sexual orientation should not be an area of public
invasion. My use of a concept of lesbian is a political choice,
as it foregrounds erotic and sexual desires between women’
(Thadani 1996:9).

3. As an asexual practice: Lesbianism can never be simplistically
been reduced to sexual practice. By comparison, lesbianism
is a passionate pledge to women. It is a culture with a political
alternative to the oppressive institution of male supremacy.
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A means through which women will always gain a sense of
self-respect and self-acceptance as well as a sacred space in
which to pursue their own goals and achievements with the
support of other women. Lesbian love is much more likely to
include a sensual component that may not necessarily adopt
a genital form. By attempting to reduce lesbianism to sexual
practice is to disregard the politics of lesbians totally.

4. As a political identity – lesbianism is an ardent and passionate
political movement that accommodates an alternative lifestyle
choice for women who do not want their true sexuality to be
smothered by a heterosexual framework. In this regard,
lesbianism is a threat to the maintenance of same status quo
and could jeopardise the organising principle of male
supremacy. It is not just about sex in an alley. It is not only
about sleeping with the same sex partners. It’s about waking
up together, about having a life together and not having to
lie about it.

In a society battling between conventional, traditional societal
norms and western cultural influences, the acceptability of
lesbianism as an alternate sexual orientation are proving to be an
uphill task. As a result, lesbian relations are looked down upon,
rejected and face denial. During the controversy around the
screening of film Fire, the Mahila Aghadi11 (Women Shiv Sainiks)
put forward their apprehension that lesbianism would restrict
women’s reproductive rights and thereby bring an end to the
population. This apprehension is not only part of women Shiv
Sainiks but also of a larger section of society due to which the
visibility of lesbians is opposed.  The rejection of lesbian-legally,
socially and religiously is that the only form of biological and
physical intimacy acceptable is procreation through heterosexual
marriage. The family is a very important micro unit of an Indian
family that strengthens heterosexual marriages, thereby
legitimising procreation as the only appropriate form of physical
intimacy. The Indian family being collective in nature, therefore,
does not promote individualism. In India homosexuality is seen
as one of the attempts in the process relinquishing tradition and
replacing it with individualism and related freedom. Here the
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concept of homosexuality to the majority of Indian would apply
a form of cohabitation or of an enjoyable union of two individuals.
Thereby seen as a force that is threatening the existing forces of
religion and society. Therefore no expressed sanction of any form
is found for homosexuality in Indian society and is rejected with
a greater force when it comes to the expression of any form of
female sexuality.

A major challenge that confronts lesbian in India is the absence
of not only a social identity but also that of a historical-cultural
context. The question of lesbian rights can be understood more a
privileged position of only to women who are fundamentally
independent of and highly educated. Rural and underprivileged
women are relegated to the closet, for to be an open lesbian would
put them in a grave situation. Tragically it is the case that many
lesbians in order to acknowledge their love and avoid hetero-
patriarchal boundaries have unwillingly entered into
heterosexual marriage or have committed suicides. CALERI12-
describes such suicides as murder that the society is responsible
for the lives of these women who fail to get protection. Today it
is being debated that the right to sexuality ought to revolve
around the right to an environment where one could without
fear or discrimination or violence, explore the terrain of one’s
sexuality and the right to expression of one’s sexuality. Further,
the argument goes that space should be available to entail the
right to the development of lifestyles suited to the expression of
various sexualities. This would imply the existence of a legal
system that recognises, treat without discrimination and
promotes all possible sexual orientation and gender identities.

Notes

1 ‘Alternative sexuality’ can be defined as the practice that is in
opposition to the socially and culturally accepted form of
sexuality, mainly heterosexuality.

2 In 2013, a volume on Sexuality Studies, edited by Sanjay
Srivastava was published by Oxford University Press as part of
series on Indian society. The volume is based on ethnographic
work of different scholars in India.
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3 In sociology the term ‘Social Institution’ is understood in
different ways. For the present, the term is used to denote that
which is established or constituted in society. Some of the
standard examples of institutions in sociology are the church,
school, family etc.

4 The reference is to one-dimensional understanding of family as
based on heterosexual relation and any relation outside this is
considered as abnormal.

5 Durkheim, E. The Rules of Sociological Method. New York: Free
Press, 1901.

6 Sigmund Freud was a renowned psychoanalyst and has
provided theories on child sexuality, libido and the ego. Michel
Foucault was French Philosopher, known for his theory on
structuralism and post-structuralism

7 Leeds Feminist Network is an online resource centre for
discussion issues related to women and feminism. For reference
visit: http://www.leedsforchange.org.uk

8 Beauvoir, Simone de. The Second Sex. New York: Vintage Books
1949

9 Michel Foucault. The History of Sexuality. New York: Pantheon
Books, 1978.

10 Ruth Vanita (2002). Homosexuality in India : Past and Present,
IIAS Newsletter, No 29, November 2002. Available online at  http:/
/old.iias.asia/iiasn/29/IIASNL29_10_Vanita.pdf

11 The Mahila Aghadi is the women’s wing of the Shiv Sena (a
political party in Mharastrta, India). It was formed by Sena chief
Bal Thackeray in 1985

12 CALERI is a lesbian support group that works as a non
governmental organisation for supporting the rights of
homosexual.
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Impact of Internationalization on Financial
Performance:A Study of Indian Firms

Keywords: International entrepreneurship, International
Business, Internationalization, Indian Pharmaceuticals Sector,
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Introduction

What is the definition and scope of Internationalization?

Beamish (1990) defines internationalization as ‘a process by which
firms both increase their awareness of the direct and indirect
influence of international transactions on their future, and
establish and conduct transactions with other countries. This
definition outlines that internationalization has both economic
and behavioral component and it is a process and not an event
(Pollard, 2001). Luostarinen and Welch defined
internationalization as ‘the process of increasing involvement in
international operations’. It is ‘the change in the level of
international orientation and/or activity over time’ (Gibb and
Ferguson 1993). ‘The process of internationalization is strategic,
gradual, and incremental’ (Lloyd-Reason 2003).
Internationalization can be termed as a process of adaptation
(Calof and Beamish 1995).

For firms with limited financial resources, home country focus
and small geographic base, international activity is a significant
step (Lu and Beamish 2001). Most of them lack the resources
required for engaging in overseas activity (Kirby and Kaiser 2003).
However, globalization, technology, information availability and
changed organizational structure have enabled firms to venture
overseas (OECD 2005).

Traditionally, internationalization was understood as a sequential
process moving in four discrete stages of (a)intermittent exports;
(b)exports via agents; (c)overseas sales via knowledge agreements
(licensing or franchising); (d)foreign direct investment (Johanson
and Widersheim-Paul 1975). Internationalization begins with
exports, moving to joint ventures and licensing and then to
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wholly–owned subsidiaries in the increasing order of
management knowledge and investment (Pollard 2001).
However, new research indicates that firms do not necessarily
follow this sequential pattern (Benito and Welch 1993). As per
the ‘New Venture Internationalization Theory,’ entrepreneurial
vision and the initial resource endowment, influence early
internationalization decisions (Autio and Sapienza 2000). This is
particularly true for knowledge-intensive industries (McDougall
and Oviatt 1996) like in the case of software firms.

Covellio and McAuley (1999) have identified three schools of
thought for internationalization of firms. They are Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI), stage model and network view. FDI school is
an economics based view related to industrial trade and neo-
classical thought incorporating the absorption of activities within
the firm while expanding overseas. In the stage model, also
known as Uppsala model, firms internationalize in incremental
stages (Johanson and Vahlne 1977) based on increasing experience
of the markets and commitment of the management.

The network view suggests that firms internationalize by building
relationships with other firms, government, people, suppliers,
customers (Pollard 2001). Coviello and McAuley (1999)
discovered that elements of all three schools are present in the
firms’ internationalization process.

Review of Literature

On the basis of extensive literature review, it is found that the
focus of the research on international entrepreneurship has
evolved from triggers for early internationalization (Hennart
2014) to resource-driven market expansion (Ruzzier and Ruzzier
2015) and performance implications of firm internationalization
(Almodóvar and Rugman 2014).

There are mainly three schools of thought that dominate current
research on firm internationalization in the Information
Technology sector. First, the eclectic paradigm (also known as
the OLI framework) which highlights the importance of
transaction cost and ownership advantages (Dunning 1988).

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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Second, the Uppsala process stage model which identifies the
different development stages of internationalization (Johanson
and Vahlne 1977) and treats firms as a learner (Contractor et al.
2003), knowledge acquirer (Kogut and Zander 1993), and market
power accumulator (Kogut 1985). Third, the accelerated
internationalization approach, which is grounded in the study
of strategic entrepreneurship, is concerned with firms’ seeking
global opportunities and in combination with the resources in a
firm’s possession, allows the firm to convert the opportunity into
an advantage through its dynamic capabilities (Mathews and
Zander 2007).

The accelerated internationalization approach emphasizes
organizational learning and the knowledge of top management/
founders as important drivers of firms’ international behavior
(Andersson 2000). In addition to learning, Mathews (2006) also
argued that latemovers from emerging economies establish
themselves through the strategy of linkage and leverage. The role
of networks in firms’ internationalization underlies Mathews’s
(2002) linkage, leverage, and learning (LLL) framework, which
argues that it is easier for emerging multinationals to create new
capabilities through learning within established networks rather
than building them via the sequential process as stated by the
Uppsala model of internationalization. Therefore, while the
Uppsala school of thought can be described as one that is path
dependent and based on sequential stages, the accelerated
internationalization of latemovers has often been described as a
springboard. This perspective argues that emerging economy
multinationals can overcome their latemover disadvantage by
using internationalization as a springboard to actively participate
in global competition and acquire strategic assets in overseas
markets (Luo and Tung 2007; Rui and Yip 2008).
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Table 1.1: Comparison Between Different Schools of Thought
on Internationalization

Source: Self Compilation

Eclectic Paradigm

It provides firms
with a framework to
determine which
internationalization
method would be
most beneficial, by
suggesting to what
degree a firm should
invest in a new
market, based on the
advantages that
different markets
present such as
ownership-specific
a d v a n t a g e s ,
locat ion-speci f ic
advantages, and
i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n
advantages.

Uppsala Model

Internationalization
process is described
as an incremental
learning procedure,
initiated by a foreign
demand, rather than
an active choice to
expand to a specific
market. It involves a
slow and cautious
expansion to the
foreign markets.

Accelerated
Internationalization

It is concerned with
firms seeking global
opportunities and in
combination with
the resources in a
firm’s possession,
allows the firm to
convert the
opportunity into an
advantage through
its dynamic
capabilities

According to Sluewagen and Onkylinx (2014),born globals adopt
a sprinkler strategy viz., commitlarge amount of resources to a
wide variety of markets in the early phase of their
internationalization, which results in greater as well as continued
exports over time. They also found that unlike born globals,
regionally focused start-ups adopt a waterfall strategyviz., show
a sincere commitment towards a limited number of markets.We
can argue that the degree of commitment may vary across firms
and overtime. Generally, firms increase their commitment by
opening up operations in foreign countries as they move onto
their learning curve (Gaur et al.2014).

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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Relationship between Internationalization and Firm Performance

The relationship between the level of internationalization and its
performance implications is one of the important research
questions in the field of international management. From a
positive viewpoint, the literature offers insights into the
advantages and perils of increased internationalization, while
from a normative point of view, research in this field can
potentially provide a guideline for companies on how
aggressively to proceed with their international plans.

The literature review suggests that while there are several
advantages to going international, there are also attendant risks
and potential negative fallouts of doing so. The crucial question
in this regard is at what levels of internationalization, if any, do
the downsides start to outweigh the benefits?

Bloodgood et. al. (1996) opined that international operations are
required to be competitive in the market by acquiring
international expertise, technologies and innovations.
Internationalization provides firms avenues for knowledge
growth, capability development and revenue enhancement which
boost their competitiveness.Further, Hajela and Akbar (2013)
argued that there is a positive linear relation between
internalization and firm performance i.e the benefits arising out
of internalization far outweigh the costs spend on it.McDougall
and Oviatt (1996) noted that firms that had increased international
sales exhibited superior performance. Further, Bloodgood et al.
(1997) found that internationalization was fairly associated with
ventures that reported higher profits. Burgel et al. (2001) detected
that firms with international operations reported higher
productivity and sales growth but not employment growth. These
three studies focused on internationalizing firms engaged in new
technology-based sectors like the software firms. Jones’s (1999)
study on the process of internationalization showed the value of
cross-border activity in relation to small firm growth. He stressed
that small high-technology firms in his sample that are extensively
externally networked are among the most successful in the
domestic market. Firms that have internationalized are able to
create knowledge, technology skills, and diversified resources
and stimulate development, growth and success. Burpitt and
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Rondinelli’s (2000) study showed that financial success in initial
exporting activities motivates small firms to internationalize in
subsequent periods. Partial correlation analysis have showed that
both financial success and learning oriented variables are related
to a likelihood of continued exporting by small firms.

In addition to export performance, it is important for firms to
explore strategic options like alliances, collaborations etc. Strategic
alliances permit firms to overcome many of the resource
constraints to international growth (Jarillo, 1989). In addition to
the opportunities of sharing risks, alliances give access to
complementary resources, like capital and information and
reduce the time span necessary for a broad international
expansion. On the other hand, engaging in strategic alliances
involves many organizational complexities and implementation
difficulties (Hamel and Prahalad, 1993). According to the survey
conducted by Beamish and Lu (2001) the effect of alliances on
profitability is positive only when the small firm chooses a local
partner, i.e. a partner of the country with which the firm wants
to expand geographically. Lu and Beamish (2001) have
demonstrated that FDI activity initially led to decline in
profitability, but later with greater levels of foreign direct
investment flows, profitability increased.  Further, Lu and
Beamish (2001) discovered that level of exports influenced the
relationship between FDI and firm performance. They detected
that high exports concurrent with high FDI was less profitable
than one that involved lower exports with high FDI levels.

Building on this line of thought, the ‘three stage’ theory
(Contractor, Kundu and Hsu, 2003 and Lu and Beamish 2004)
suggests that the effect of international expansion on performance
is not linear. In Stage 1, international diversification can cause a
negative effect on performance as firms have to expend resources
on learning, overcoming the ‘liability of origin’, etc. In Stage 2,
further international expansion has a positive effect on
performance with increasing economies of scale and scope.
Finally, in Stage 3, firms overextend themselves with even higher
levels of internationalization, and this has a negative effect on
performance due to costs associated with managing the increasing
complexity. This leads to the suggested ‘S’ curve of the

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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internationalization-performance relationship, i.e. performance
first going down, then up and again down as the level of
internationalization increases.

However, not all researchers are unanimous in agreement on the
three-stage theory. For instance, Ruigrok and Wagner (2003) found
a ‘U’ shaped relationship between internationalization and
performance in the German context, with higher
internationalization first leading to a dip in performance and then
again to a rise in performance as the level of internationalization
rises even further. Also, Singla and George (2013) found the
negative linear relationship between internationalization and firm
performance as the costs of expanding internationally outweighs
the gains accruing from international operations.

In the figure 1.1 below, the entire theoretical framework has been
explained with the help of a diagram:

Figure 1.1: Theoretical Framework
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Data and Methodology

Sample and Data Source

The study has used secondary sources of data collected from the
annual financial statements of companies over the period of 10
years (2003-04 to 2012-13) making the total observations equal to
1000 (100 companies over 10 years). Since  2000,  the  Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) brought  out  a
comprehensive database known as  ‘Prowess’ comprise of  the
financial  accounts  of  Indian  companies compiled  from  the
available  annual reports  of companies  with  the Registrar  of
 Companies (ROC). The Indian companies which are most global
in the selected sectors form part of the sample. A sample of top
50 listed firms each in Pharmaceuticals and IT sectors has been
extracted from the National Stock Exchange (NSE) database, on
the basis of free-float market capitalization for the period of 2003-
04 to 2012-13, to measure the impact of internationalization on
the performance across the firms and over a period of time.

Variables

Components of Firm Performance

The review of literature on firm performance indicated that there
is no consensus on how best it is to be measured. It’s been found
that several researchers attempting to operationalize firm
performance heavily depended upon objective measures and
excluded all possible subjective measures. The traditional
approach to measure firm’s financial performance was to measure
growth in sales and profit.

But another factor was incorporated into the definition of firm
performance i.e employee turnover. Hence, performance is
measured through the growth of sales and profit and the
employee turnover rate (Beal 2000). Hashim (2000c) adopted the
business performance composite index (BPCI) as the mean value
of the return on investments (ROI), the return on sales (ROS) and
the return on assets (ROA). The BPCI is operationalized as: BPCI
= (ROI + ROS + ROA/3). Profitability has been considered as the
measure of performance in the existing literature (Fuhjita 1995).

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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However performance, in this study, is required to be studied in
relation to the assets created in the home country and in the host
country. Profitability per se if used will be a general measure of
performance. Profits in relation to assets will be a more precise
way to assess impact of internationalization on firm performance.
Therefore, consistent with the previous studies Return on Assets
(ROA) has been used as a representative variable for
measurement of firm performance.

Independent and Control Variables

The main independent variables which directly influence firm’s
level of internationalization are the levels of exports and Outward
FDI activity. There are also a number of control variables
developed to account for other factors known to affect firm’s
performance. Based on these variables, a series of hypothesis have
been taken to assess the nature of correlation they have with the
performance of the firm.

Exports

It is a first step to entering international markets, serving as a
platform for future expansion. Exporting provides firms with fast
access to foreign markets, with little capital investment required,
but the opportunity to gain valuable international experience
(Root 1994). In the study, the level of exporting activities has been
measured through export intensity i.e the percent of parent firm
sales that were derived from export revenues.

Outward Foreign Direct Investment (OFDI)

Outward Foreign Direct Investment is in the form of establishing
subsidiaries, entering into joint ventures, opening up of branch
offices etc which results in creation of assets abroad. Thus,
investment by the firms in fixed and current assets in overseas
markets in proportion to firm’s total sales has been taken to
measure OFDI.

Control Variables

There are a set of variables that can indirectly influence firm’s
performance - age of the firm highlights firms accumulated
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business experience and established maturity in the market place
(Firm’s age); size of the firm represents large resource base, large
access to capital, skill, raw materials etc. (Firm’s size); Owner/
CEO is the key player in determining the internationalization
activity of the firm (Managerial competence); firms with broad-
based advertising and marketing strategies are able to earn higher
returns than their competitors (Marketing Intensity); acquisition
of technological  know-how include in-house R&D efforts &
purchase of foreign technologies etc (R&D Intensity); firms with
higher levels of debt are exposed to greater interest rate volatility,
therefore it must produce higher financial returns in order to
balance the risk of the capital structure (Leverage); a  wide  range
 of  incentives targeted  at  export  activities,  R&D,  skill
 improvement etc reduces the cost of entry into the global markets
(Fiscal Benefits); firms  having  foreign  equity  participation  are
likely to have access to the foreign firm’s finance, technological
skills, marketing expertise, global distribution channels etc., and
these resources may facilitate their expansion into international
markets (Foreign equity ownership); firms that are responsible
in complying with the applicable environmental laws,
regulations, requirements etc and demonstrate its commitment
towards the environment are likely to perform better in terms of
exports & international expansion (Environment Management
System); firm’s involvement in Global Value Chains reflects how
deeplyfirm is part of the international activities; Industrial
clustering brings a number of benefits to knowledge intensive
firms such as rapid exchange of information and knowledge,
locational economies and it raises market profile (Clustering).

Research Model

This study uses Pooled Cross-Section, fixed and random effects
panel data model. This model examines the variations among
cross-sectional units simultaneously with variations within
individual units over time[Hsiao, 1995]. This is consistent with
our theoretical argument that the internationalization of firms
would, over time, drive changes in firm performance, and there
is heterogeneity within firms. We have used IBM SPSS 20 and
STATA software packages to run the following model:

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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Yit = á + â X it + Zi + åit

where i = 1, 2…n (number of firms) and t = 1, 2…t (number of
years).

Yit is the dependent variable,

X is the vector of explanatory variables,

â is the vector of regression coefficients,

åit is the random error term and Zi represents the unobserved
firm effect or time-invariant component (a fixed value for each
firm).

In this model, Zi and åit can be combined together to form a new
composite error term

Eit = Zi + åit.

Results and Discussion

Table 1.1 and 1.2 summarizes the descriptive statistics and Table
2.1 and 2.2 summarizes the correlation among the variables for
the two sectors – IT and Pharmaceuticals.

In the IT sector, the mean for ROA is 14.13 whereas in
Pharmaceuticals it’s 11.20. There is a major difference in the means
of the two sectors pertaining to FDI and exports. The average
amount of OFDI is 35.22 in case of IT, whereas its just 9.06 in
Pharma, on the other hand the exports for Pharmaceuticals
averages at 39.60 and for IT its 63.83. In terms of leverage, the
amount of debt taken by both the sectors against total assets is
reasonably high, in case of Pharma (25%); IT (13%).

The Indian Pharmaceutical industry is more marketing intensive
in character than IT with the average intensity being 3.35 against
0.88 for IT respectively.  The IT companies are much bigger in
size as compared to Pharma with average size being 15,931 and
12,757 in Rs. Million. The average age of Pharmaceutical firms
(33.16) is more than one and a half times than that of IT (19.14).
The Pharma sector is enjoying host of fiscal incentives from the
government with little incentives for IT, perhaps because it’s



59

already very successful despite government assistance. Finally,
the Pharmaceuticals industry is more research intensive with
R&D intensity averaging (3.15) as compared to IT (0.59).

Table 1.1: Descriptive Statistics for IT Industry

Variables Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

ROA -65.45 254.55 14.1307 18.41940

FDI 0.00 988.63 35.2293 92.70159

MKT 0.00 46.52 .8874 3.96925

R&D 0.00 15.44 .5927 1.59013

LEVERAGE 0.00 1.15 .1314 .15786

Exports 0.00 100.00 63.8300 1.16525

FB 0.00 .18 .0007 .01044

Size 4.50 375963.40 15931.3846 47777.82124

Age 4.0 68.0 19.140 9.6284

Table 1.2: Descriptive Statistics for Pharmaceuticals Industry

 Variables Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

ROA -26.98 127.77 11.2000 10.34549

FDI 0.00 174.40 9.0608 20.79333

MKT 0.00 21.23 3.3586 3.54582

R&D 0.00 26.32 3.1510 4.00437

LEVERAGE 0.00 .82 .2513 .19957

Exports 0.00 453.97 39.6014 33.75826

FB 0.00 5.04 .6323 .90309

Size 42.10 128356.90 12757.8240 17816.03747

Age 2 90 33.16 18.700

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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Table 2.1: Correlation of All Variables (IT Industry)

Varia- ROA FDI MKT Ramp LEVER Exports FB Size age
bles D AGE

ROA Pearson
Correlation 1         

Sig.
(2-tailed)          

FDI Pearson .141** 1
Correlation        

Sig. .002
(2-tailed)         

MKT Pearson -.086 .474** 1
Correlation       

Sig. .056 .000
(2-tailed)        

R&D Pearson -.068 .300** .181** 1
Correlation      

Sig. .127 .000 .000
(2-tailed)       

LEVER Pearson -.115** .312** .224** .243** 1    
AGE Correlation  

Sig. .010 .000 .000 .000
(2-tailed)      

Exports Pearson .038 -.031 -.007 -.033 -.061 1
Correlation    

Sig. .400 .496 .883 .466 .170
(2-tailed)     

FB Pearson .002 -.008 -.015 .025 -.028 -.022 1
Correlation   

Sig. .962 .864 .738 .575 .538 .617
(2-tailed)    

Size Pearson .116** -.051 -.025 .049 -.053 .030 -.017 1
Correlation  

Sig. .009 .259 .575 .274 .236 .499 .710
(2-tailed)   

Age Pearson .003 -.040 -.021 .040 -.012 -.045 -.005 .424** 1
Correlation

Sig. .945 .376 .636 .368 .786 .321 .908 .000

(2-tailed)  

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Table 2.2: Correlation of All Variables
(Pharmaceuticals Industry)

 ROA FDI MKT R&D LEVER Exports FB Size age
AGE

ROA Pearson 1
Correlation         

Sig.
(2-tailed)          

FDI Pearson .167** 1
Correlation        

Sig. .000
(2-tailed)         

MKT Pearson .032 -.007 1
Correlation       

Sig. .472 .870
(2-tailed)        

R&D Pearson -.159** .306** .199** 1
Correlation      

Sig. .000 .000 .000
(2-tailed)       

LEVER Pearson -.513** .190** -.224** -.004 1    
AGE Correlation

Sig. .000 .000 .000 .937
(2-tailed)      

Exports Pearson .118** .317** -.083 .280** .216** 1
Correlation    

Sig. .008 .000 .065 .000 .000
(2-tailed)     

FB Pearson -.111* -.020 .069 .110* .107* .241** 1
Correlation   

Sig. .013 .650 .122 .014 .017 .000
(2-tailed)    

Size Pearson -.039 .335** .229** .411** -.057 .170** .076 1
Correlation  

Sig. .388 .000 .000 .000 .203 .000 .088
(2-tailed)   

age Pearson .209** -.139** .062 -.086 -.477** -.285** .015 .275** 1
Correlation

Sig. .000 .002 .167 .055 .000 .000 .740 .000
(2-tailed)  

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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The Correlation analysis has been performed to understand the
nature and structure of relationships among different variables
selected as part of an empirical model. The inter-correlation
coefficients of the full set of independent variables are low i.e
there is no problem of multi-collinearity. Moreover, the VIF values
does not show the problem of multi-collinearity. When we analyze
table 2.1,we find out that in the IT sector,ROA has a significantly
low negative correlation with leverage but positive correlation
with exports and FDI, whereassize has a significant positive low
correlation with ROA.

From the above table 2.2, we can see that in the Pharmaceuticals
sector, ROA is negatively correlated with R&D, FB, and positively
correlated with exports, FDI and age.  ROA and Leverage has
high negative correlation attributing to massive debt raised by
big pharma, as a result their financial performance is affected.
The correlation of FDI and leverage with other control variables
is significant but low.

Table 3: Regression results

                                   IT Sector                 Pharmaceuticals Sector

Variables Pooled Fixed Randon Pooled Fixed Randon
effects effects effects effects

FDI -0.09 0.043 -0.003 -0.070 0.108 -0.092

0.096 0.458 0.952 -0.155 0.072 0.089

MKT -0.0185 0.055 0.026 0.305 -0.055 0.012

0.819 0.496 0.742 -0.385 0.336 0.795

R&D 0.0331 0.011 0.011 -0.162 -0.057 -0.107

0.435 0.821 0.800 0.000 0.361 0.032

LEVER -0.1382 -0.168 -0.163 -0.520 -0.371 -0.474

AGE 0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

EXPORTS 0.1299 0.529 0.295 -0.015 0.107 -0.030

0.172 0.015 0.037 -0.742 0.234 0.619

FB -0.4565 0.006 -0.078 -0.043 -0.046 -0.045

0.36 0.991 0.875 0.219 0.290 0.244
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SIZE 0.2584 0.040 0.101 0.022 -0.035 -0.067

0 0.570 0.122 0.658 0.615 0.235

AGE -0.0265 -0.215 -0.096 -0.050 -0.704 -0.047

0.449 0.009 0.073 0.222 0.001 0.455

CEO ED Drop- drop- Drop- drop- drop- drop-
ped ped ped ped ped ped

FE 0.0892 0.060 0.071 -0.212 -0.408 -0.264

0.125 0.252 0.174 0.016 0.016 0.025

EMS -0.0954 drop- -0.146 -0.051 drop- -0.035

0.095 ped 0.170 0.419 ped 0.741

GVC 0.3719 0.384 0.393 0.087 0.409 0.217

0.002 0.002 0.001 0.555 0.169 0.286

CLUSTER 0.0872 drop- 0.080 0.033 drop- 0.018

0.111 ped 0.440 0.641 ped 0.879

Constant -0.4698 -0.426 -0.450 -0.090 -0.362 -0.209

Obser-  50 50 50 50 50
vations

R squared 0.166 0.130 0.120 0.400 0.162 0.128

Adjusted 0.1455   0.385
R squared   

F/ Wald  6.560 68.470  8.510 150.45

Prob 0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

DW stat       

VIF (max) 1.374   2.190
(max)  (max)  

rho     0.732 0.215

corr  -0.356     

p value in
parentheses      

***p<0.01,

**p<0.05,

*p<0.1       

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance



64

Akademos

Table 3 shows the regression results of pooled, fixed, random
panel data model. The econometric model tests the linear
relationship of degree of internationalization(exports and ODFI)
along with other control variables on Return on Assets (ROA).
Further, the hausman test was conducted to determine whether
fixed effects or random effects will be applicable in the given
model. The null hypothesis of the test is as follows – H0: Random
effects is appropriate.

The p value for the hausman test in IT and Pharmaceuticals sector
was 0.0048 and 0.0002 respectively.  Hence, the null hypothesis is
rejected and fixed effects model is more appropriate. As per the
fixed effect model, in case of IT sector – Leverage, Exports, Age
and Global Value Chains are statistically significant, whereas in
case of Pharmaceuticals, FDI, Leverage, Age and Foreign Equity
ownership are found to be statistically significant.

For both the sectors, age and leverage is significantly negatively
correlated with the financial performance, which is indicative of
the fact that as firms mature or takes more debt, its performance
decreases over a period of time.

Conclusion and Policy Implications

The results don’t support the existence of S-curve relationship
between firm internationalization and performance. Although,
there is evidence from the data-set supporting U-shaped
relationship as emerging-market firms don’t undergo the extreme
levels of internationalization and are relatively resource-deficient
as compared to their western counterparts. In both
pharmaceutical and IT sectors, there is a positive correlation
between exports and firm performance, but investing abroad
does’nt yield the results in short or medium term.

In India, the liberalization era began with the introduction of New
Industrial Policy, 1991 when territorial shores of Indian economy
was opened to foreign competition, deregulation and de-licensing
were pivotal themes, FDI restrictions lifted and duties were
slashed to promote trade. In the 1990’s, Indian firms have’nt yet
developed capabilities to compete in international markets, hence
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they began with traditional mode such as exports and gradually
moved to joint ventures or floating an off-shore subsidiary. But
from 2000’s onwards, with the emergence of globalization,
privatization and technology revolution, Indian firms have
achieved economies of scope and scale in their overseas
operations. But the firms must operate with an optimal
combination of domestic and foreign operations as it’s a trade-
off, it is important to deploy an effective international strategy
which is in accordance with firms’ managerial and financial
capabilities in order to exploit operational synergies.

Limitations and Future Scope of Research

This paper is a sincere attempt to shed light on the
internationalization strategies of India Inc and its impact on their
financial performance. The insight drawn from quantitative
analysis provides a number of useful directions for further theory
building with respect to firms’ internationalexpansion strategies.
The learning mechanism that allow firms to develop capabilities
by sharing and diffusing knowledge acrossthe organizational
levelsduring the company’s internationalization efforts is an
interesting area for future research especially among emerging
multinationals.

The analysis presented in this study is based on secondary
datagathered from variety of sources. The empirical base is
limited and the use of the cross-sectional data has its shortcomings
(e.g. in terms of assumptions made in the econometric model).
The findings of this study must be further verified and extended
to firms operating within industry and other emerging industries.
The data used in this study covers only pharmaceuticals and IT
firms, although many studies have argued that born global
phenomenon is more prevalent in knowledge-intensive sectors,
a follow up study on manufacturing sector would be an
interesting validation of findings. Despite these limitations, this
study has dealt with an important aspect of firm
internationalization, i.e. the sequence of internationalization
across foreign markets, modes of entry and has meaningfully
contributed to the existing literature of international
entrepreneurship.

Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance
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In All Fairness: The Impact of Exposure to
Extremely Fair-Skinned and Attractive Media

Images Among Young Indian Women 

Background

A large number of women represented in the Indian media are
extremely fair-skinned. These media images are likely to have
contributed to the increasing dissatisfaction of Indian women
with their skin colour as evidenced by the rising sales of fairness
cosmetics. The present study aims to investigate the affect of
exposure to fair and attractive images of women. A purposive
sample of college going women (aged 18–22 years) was randomly
assigned to experimental or control group. Participants in the
experimental group were presented with images of fair-skinned
attractive media images whereas participants in the control group
were shown images of cars. The participants completed a visual
task in which they were asked to indicate their real and ideal
colour of skin. The discrepancy between their real and ideal colour
of skin was indicative of dissatisfaction with their skin colour;
higher discrepancy was related to higher dissatisfaction. The
participants were also assessed on a word-completion task in
which each participant had to complete a ten 3-letter word-stem.
Each word stem could be completed to form either a word that is
related to appearance or a non-appearance word. The immediate
impact of media exposure resulted in activation of appearance
schemas i.e. women exposed to media images completed the
words with significantly more number of appearance words.
However, relative to the control group, women in the
experimental group did not express significant dissatisfaction
with skin colour. The findings of the study indicate that although
exposure to fair and attractive images activates appearance
related schemas, educated Indian women are unlikely to explicitly
report dissatisfaction with their skin-colour. Implications of the
findings and suggestions for future research are discussed.

Keywords: skin colour, appearance schemas, media, Indian
women
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Introduction

Li, Min, Belk, Kimura and Bahl (2008) report that ‘whiteness’ or
having white skin is considered an important element in
constructing female beauty in Asian cultures. In India, the
preference for fair skin over dark skin is pervasive in magazines,
TV, newspaper, movies etc. For instance, despite possessing
varied skin colour, almost all Indian actresses and models are
portrayed as overwhelmingly fair-skinned (Parmeshwaran &
Cardoza 2009). The media constructed notion of ‘fair is lovely
and dark is ugly’ puts dark skinned women at a socio-cultural
disadvantage. For instance, ‘looking for a slim, homely, and “fair”
girl for our son’ is a common feature in matrimonial
advertisements across newspapers and matrimonial websites
(Utley & Darity 2016). Further, studies have found that people
usually associate fairness with attractiveness (Jones & Little 2004),
wealth (Jones 2000), as well as health and fertility (Swami,
Furnham & Joshi 2008).

Previous studies have found that the media constructed notion
of beauty recognizes tall, thin, and fair as idealistic traits for
women and those falling short of these unrealistic ideals often
find themselves rendered psychologically vulnerable. Studies
done on African-American women reveal skin colour is
significantly related to self-esteem of women (Wade 1996; Coard,
Breland & Raskin 2001). Additionally, Bond and Cash (1992)
found that dissatisfaction with skin colour led to more negative
ratings of overall appearance and facial satisfaction in women.
Sahey and Piran (1995) examined skin colour preferences and
body satisfaction among south Asian-Canadian and European-
Canadian female students. South Asian-Canadian females were
found to desire lighter skin than they possessed and had lower
body satisfaction compared with European-Canadian females.
Overall, it has been reported that the close association between
fairer skin colour and physical attractiveness is a cause of concern
for most women (Neal & Wilson 1989).

The psychological construct of appearance schemas can help us
understand the role of media in creating body-image
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dissatisfaction. Appearance schemas are cognitive generalizations
about the “importance, meaning and effects of appearance in one’s
life” (Cash & Labarge 1996).  The self-schema theory (Markus
1997) suggests that discrepancy between real and ideal
appearance schemas, i.e. the discrepancy between how an
individual perceives the various aspects of his/her appearance
and how s/he wishes to appear results in negative emotions such
as disappointment, dissatisfaction, and sadness. Thus, exposure
to idealistic portrayal of women and the associated activation of
negative emotions is a cause of concern for psychologists. More
specifically, it is important to investigate to what extent does this
unhealthy obsession with ‘whiteness’ affect the body image of
young Indian woman?

Present Study

While body image includes different facets such as hair, skin,
weight, shape, and structure, majority of the studies on body
image have focused on only body weight and shape (see Groesz,
Levine & Murnen 2002). The present study posed the question
that does media’s portrayal of women with fair-skin as attractive
and desirable contribute to body image issues in Indian women?
The purpose of the study was to examine if media’s idealization
of fair skin colour has psychological consequences for young adult
women. It was hypothesized that: (1) exposure to fair-skinned
images will reduce satisfaction with skin colour in women and,
(2) women exposed to fair-skinned images will generate more
appearance related words than those in the control group.

Method

Participants: A purposive sample of college going women (aged
18–22 years) from University of Delhi were randomly assigned
to the groups: experimental (N=14) and control group (N=14).

Materials: Images – In a pilot study, sixteen images for the fair-
skin exposure condition were taken from leading Indian fashion
magazines aimed at young women (Femina, Cosmopolitan, Marie
Claire). Only those images with facial depictions were selected.
In a pilot study to shortlist these images, ten women were
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